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For a fair energy transition

at the service of workers and peoples

IndustriAll  Europe and its affiliated trade unions are not opposed to taking

measures at European and global level that contribute to decarbonisation, the

reduction  of  CO2 emissions  and  that,  consequently,  translate  into  an

improvement of the environment on a global level.

However, industriAll Europe understands that the intended energy transition

must be gradual and balanced, so that no one is left behind must ensure jobs

without  loss of  rights,  with  quality  training and professional  retraining (when

necessary) and must bring progress to industry and the economies of citizens

and countries.

IndustriAll  Europe  rejects  attempts  to  abuse  the ‘Just  Transition Fund’  to

undertake brutal economic restructuring under the false guise of environmental

protection, as is the case in Portugal. 

The  early  closure  of  the  Sines  thermoelectric  plant,  proclaimed  by  the

Portuguese  Government  as  an  “advance  in  decarbonisation”,  is,  in  fact,  an

economic benefit taken advantage of by the EDP company, the owner of the

plant,  to  receive  a  few million  euros  from the  Environmental  Fund  and  the

European Just Transition Fund.  EDP had little business interest in keeping the

unit in production due to environmental taxes and charges.

Two closures would be added to this reduction of 1200 MW in production

capacity: Central do Pego, in 2021, and Tapada do Outeiro, by 2024.

The “alternative”, according to government advertising, would be a project for

a 10 MW hydrogen production plant.  This is clearly insufficient to absorb the

lost jobs or to cope with the drop in production in view of the very uncertain

economic  situation  associated  with  the  current  phase  of  technological

development.

These significant decreases in electricity production capacity will have to be

compensated too, in addition to the intermittent renewable capacities (wind and

photovoltaic) with the use of imports.

Around  500 direct  jobs will  be  lost  in  this  process  overall,  damaging  the

regional and national economy, for which decommissioning will be financed with

part of the €200m available from the Just Transition Fund.

In  addition  to  these  examples,  the  closure  of  the  GALP  petrochemical

complex in Porto was announced.  This was disguised as a measure to reduce

the environmental and climate impact, leading to the transfer of millions of euros



to  the  company's  shareholders'  pockets,  before  benefitting  the  Portuguese

government, which is also a shareholder of the company.

If this closure is carried out, it will lead to the destruction of more than 1,500

jobs in the refinery and many more in the companies that supply products and

services to the refinery.  Several chemical industries that buy raw materials from

the refinery  will  also  be affected  and it  will  lead  to  the drastic  decrease  of

exports of petroleum products and petrochemicals and an increase in imports of

these products. All of this will happen without any reduction in CO2 emissions,

as there is no substitution of consumption, only changes in the production sites

and supply  channels.   On  the contrary,  it  will  lead  to  an increase  in  these

emissions,  derived  from  the  increased  distances  for  the  product  transport

circuits.

If it materialises, this closure will be a true economic crime against the region

and the country, and even an environmental crime, made at the cost of a false

transition that is only “just” in name.

As  can  be  seen,  these  cases  only  represent  massive  destruction  of  the

country's  productive  capacity  and  not  a  real  transition,  much  less  a  fair

transition.

A transition involves a gradual and controlled replacement from one energy

paradigm to a different one, based on a mix of solutions and, to be fair, it should

not harm workers, consumers or even regional or national economies. We are

obliged  to  reaffirm that,  in  any transition process,  unions must  be involved,

because only then can we achieve a “fair transition”.

The path that is being announced is not a transition, it is a rupture, that leads

to even greater energy precariousness and greater unemployment, simply to

increase  the  profits  of  half  a  dozen  large  shareholders  of  the  involved

companies at the expense of  public money.

Thus, the industriAll Congress expresses its support and solidarity to workers

fighting to defend employment rights and the local and national economy.  The

industriAll Congress mandates the Executive Committee to intervene with the

European Commission to reverse this path of destruction.


